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Canadian Canyoning Association
 
Terrain Guidelines for Canyon Professionals

This document outlines the appropriate terrain and activities that are permitted for Canadian Canyoning Association members who are Canyon Professionals operating within Canada. Cross certification may expand a professional's scope under the certification of another organization however it does not extend the specific CCA guidelines.


CATERORY A
Canyon Apprentice (CA)
All individuals certified as a Canyon Apprentice will be directly supervised by a Technical Canyon Guide or higher. CA are permitted to operate within terrain that does not require free-hanging anchor stations or transfer between stations on rope. Rappel maximum height should not exceed 18m and be of single pitch and a pitch bottom with no fall hazards. Anchors will be established according the CCA standards for commercial activities. No point of no return shall exist in the route. Access or Egress routes will be well established and free from technical terrain requiring short-roping or other on rope techniques other than simple landlines of less than six (6) meters. Standard water flow rates will not exceed 0.25CMS under typical conditions. 


CATEGORY B
Assistant Canyon Guide (ACG)
All individuals certified as a Assistant Canyon Guide will be indirectly supervised by a Technical Canyon Guide or higher for non technical terrain, cascades and canyons of working terrain heights under three (3) meters and no points of no return. Access and egress routes will be well established and free from technical terrain. Standard water flow rates will not exceed 0.5CMS under typical conditions Direct supervision by a Technical Canyon Guide or higher will occur for terrain that is technical in nature and is limited to the terrain that the supervisor is permitted to work in. 

Technical Canyon Guide (TCG)
All individuals certified as a Technical Canyon Guide will be supervised through means of an Institution for cascade and canyon terrain up to single rappels100m in height or combined rappels of 115m in height. Terrain may include areas that have defined points of no return, require hand-lines to access anchors and rappels may have hanging stations. Access and egress routes may require small sections of short-roping or scrambling that are easily protected. Standard water flow rates will not exceed 1.5CMS under typical conditions for technical terrain.

Master Canyon Guide (MCG)
All individuals certified as a Master Canyon Guide may operate in any canyon terrain subject to familiarity and client safety. Anchors may be fixed, natural or created, including permanent or temporary anchors. Access and Egress routes may be established technical terrain that may require short periods of short-roping, scrambling, climbing, aid climbing, via ferrata, fixed rope, swimming or use of vessels provided that no extensive overhead hazards exist.

CATEGORY C
Level I Canyon Instructor
All individuals certified as a Canyon Instructor may operate in any locations, including canyons that have no overhead objective hazards or adjacent non-protected fall hazards at the bottom of rappels. Terrain heights should not exceed 25m. Standard water flow rates will not exceed 0.25CMS under typical conditions for technical terrain and not to exceed 5CMS for non-technical terrain.

Level II Senior Canyon Instructor 
All individuals certified as a Senior Canyon Instructor may operate in any canyon, river or mountain terrain subject to familiarity and student safety. Anchors may be fixed, natural or created, including permanent or temporary anchors. Access and Egress routes may be in established technical terrain and may require short periods of short-roping, scrambling, climbing, aid climbing, via ferrata, fixed rope, swimming or use of vessels provided that no extensive overhead or downstream hazards exist.


CATEGORY D
Canyon Trainer
All individuals certified as a Canyon Trainer may operate in any canyon terrain subject to familiarity and guide safety providing that the terrain is relevant for the objectives of the exercise. Additional training and certification may allow the CT to operate in broader or less traditional terrain provided that a CCA hazard assessment has been performed.
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